S=NATE JUDICIARY

Exhibit No._g4
To:  Members of the Montana Senate Judiciary Committee Date__ .3 “30 T D
Date: 3/29/07 BillNo_ #/2 &53
RE: HB 643
Senators,

We are writing this letter to voice our support for HB643. We believe this is a critical piece of
legislation. It is vital for the protection of our children.

First of all the sentencing requirements serve as a strong deterrent for would be first offenders.
People who commit sexual crimes choose to do so. If the consequence of their choice is 25 years in
prison they would be much less likely to act on their inclinations.

Lifetime probation for offenders and life sentences for repeat offenders are necessary for the safety of
our children. According to research collected by the John Howard Society of Alberta, non-incest child
molesters were found to sexually recidivate at rate of 19.5%. Moreover, long term follow up of these
offenders has shown that they are at risk of re-offending through out their lives. One long term follow
up study found that 42% of the total sample was reconvicted for sexual and/or violent offense, and
10% of the sample was reconvicted between 10 & 31 years after release.

Essentially people who commit sexual crimes against children will continue to until they are stopped.

This legislation would serve to make Montana less desirable of a place for persons with records of
sexual crimes to move to. As opposed to Wyoming's current situation.

There are some who have expressed concerns that the required sentences may make persons
reluctant to report relatives. This is conjecture. We can just as easily say that the persons unwilling
to report relatives under the tougher sentences wouldn’t report them regardless what the sentence is.

There are others who believe we are not solving the problem by locking offenders away. First and
foremost we must protect our children. As was said earlier the statistics have shown sexual
predators of children will continue until stopped. There are many treatment programs being
developed, and this is good. However, they are unproven. We cannot take a chance.

There are still others who are concerned about prison crowding. We understand, this is a real
concern. However, we can't let this tie our hands and stop us from taking the right action. If there
were to be a $400.00 property tax rebate you can take ours and put it towards jailing a child molester.

This is a good bill. It will act as a deterrent for potential first time offenders. It will protect against
offenders and repeat offenders.

This bill must pass and become law. Our number one commission in life is to protect our children,
our future. Regardless of what side of the aisle we stand on we can all agree on this.
This bill goes a long way to protect our children. Please pass this bill.

Respectively submitted
Joel F. & Charlie Y. Murdy

1003 E. Silverbow Ave.
Belgrade, MT 59714
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Perry’s bill is the end result
of a bipartisan committee that
looked into the issue, based on
bills that he and Sen. Rick
Laible, R-Victor, brought for-
ward during the 2007
Legislature.

~

Montana Legislature adopted a
law requiring electronic moni-
toring of sexual predators.

The only reason Jessica’s Law
hasn’t been adopted already in
Montana is because state lawmak-
ers only meet every two years.

It would mandate a 100-year :<<M,= show, Mw we rw,\m VW.
ﬁﬁmeD term A..OH Nﬂvx NQC: <<TO mTOa\,\Bv ﬂTmﬁ we are leaders 1in
has m@nﬁmb% abused a child un- maﬂmmmﬂa U% @mmmmﬂm avery

der 13 years of age, with no ‘strofig, powerful sexual preda-
possibility of parole for the first / yortzwto Drevent the or

5 years of that term.,

i

sad. [
The bill goes further than 23
many versions of Jessica’s Law

It also would strengthen re-
porting requirements for all sex
offenders and require that all
sex offenders’ pictures be posted

N

year a federal judge struck down
a provision limiting where con-
victed sex offenders could live,
according to news reports.

Despite what happened to
Jessica Lunsford, such occur-
rences are relatively rare. Most
child victims know the person
who assaulted them —many
times it is a family member

That’s why Hudak said
Jessica’s Law could have the op-

of our children in Montana,” he { posite effect of what it is intend

ed to do because, despite what-
has happened to them, many ‘%4
victims and their families are re /g

in that it closes loopholes in the

v .
on the state’s online offender state’s sexual offender 1

registry. Current law requires
only “sexually violent preda-
tors” — or those deemed most
likely to strike again — must
ave their pictures posted.
“One of the main proponents
of Jessica’s Law has been TV and
radio talk show host Bill
O’Reilly, who regularly displays a
g map of the nation showing
¥ which states have adopted the

Mike McGrath said.

For example, sex offenders
must now register within three
days of a change of address.

“Children have the right to
be free (and) families have the

predators and we think this /7~
g0es a lofig way to protect these

.3

*—The constitutionality of
Jessica’s Law has been chal-
lenged in other states, particu-
larly in California, where last

,‘%

already on its way to cracking
down on sexual predators when
the first Jessica’s Law was passed
in Florida. At that time, the

r
ontana Attorney General V\ {

“Tight to be free from sexual vﬁV I se

-~

ﬁ/ law. Until recently. O’Reilly la- ‘children,” McGrath said. \

7

_chn:OmmsammmE%BmEg
to prison for such a long time. /%,

The law also removes mud &
Omﬁ.:mmmw&mnamnosﬂo iﬁmw A

. the merits of a case and shape

an appropriate sentence.

.Sinrud, whose bill requiresa .

‘minimum 25-ye A

e victim was under 13, doesn’t
¢ that as a problem, given ﬁ

u%. Sexual predators “need to be mﬂ

ocked up and put away,” he
said during a committee hear-
ing on the bill Friday.

Walt Williams is at

%

wwilliams@dailychronicle.com %
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get tough _
on sexual %,
predators

17
7/
By WALT WILLIAMS

Chronicle Staff Writer

rd

HELENA — Lawmakers here say they want
to crack down on sexual predators who prey
on children, and hope to do so with a version
of a Jaw instigated by the rape and murder of a
5-year-old Florida girl two years ago.
" More than 30 states have passed some

version of “Jessica’s Law,”
which generally man-

. -
dates prison terms of at
ears for people
0 sexually abuse chil-

dren under the age of 14.
»* The name comes

from Jessica Lunsford, a
young girl who was

killed in 2005 by a con- - .
victed sex offender. Legis lature
Two Bozeman-area 2007

lawmalkers are carrying

bills that would bring .

Jessica’s Law to Montana. . mOCBQC_U
~Suctrlegislation has of _mm_m_m:<m

proven popular with .

both Democrats and action

Republicans and has page C4-5

sailed through with little

opposition, but there are still a few who
question its effectiveness. _— 0
y main CONCETT 1s we have an ettec Z l
(sex-offender) treatment system in Montana EW ve
and people have a hard time believing that,” ‘
Andy Hudak, of the Montana Sex Offender
Association, said.
Senate Bi y Sen. Gary Perry, R-
Manhattan, and House Bill 643 by mmULbW:I.
Sinrud, R-Bozeman, both are versions of
Jessica’s Law. Both bills have been passed out -
of committee.

(More on Predators. page AB)




. e e e g e man

om page Al
ump-sum Conover said MSU will also
1 in this be watching to see whether

rer said. “We all
lose”
re approves a

r the

0, which shows = ing that the WWAMT prograr —

House Bill 2,
bill. Under the
), it’s up to the
up the money
es.
port Bozeman
bill to place
ty tax levy
niversity
wvember 2008
approval by
10 years.

/ from page Al

xplanation,
was enjoying
esday at
Harbor as she
with her hus-
1d son.

€ were

50 degrees.

- Golf Course
ke Michigan,
between 9

en there are
t all this

1€ course’s
mainte-

he fairways
Uly this time

L SO

Billings lawmaker Corey
Stapleton revives his effort to
create a state medical school.
MSU opposes that idea, argu-

does a terrific job training
Montanans to become doctors
at a fraction of the price
through the University of
Washington.

One thing that’s new this
year is a record $1 billion state
surplus.

“It does create a bit of a
feeding frenzy,” Conover said.

Gail Schontzler is at
gails@dailychronicle.com

seen on the Mississippi River
near St. Paul, ice fishing tour-
naments have been canceled.
The U.S. Pond Hockey
Championships — scheduled
for Jan. 19-21 in Minneapolis
— have only a 50-50 chance of
being held.

And organizers of the St.
Paul Winter Carnival, sched-
uled to begin late this month,
said the ice is not thick enough
to harvest into 1,400 blocks for
the ice maze. They may have to
switch to plastic blocks.

"In Ohio, Dan Motz said
sales for his firewood business
in a Cincinnati suburb are

_u_.mc_.m.nmmw\:oB page Al

Most of the experience is on
the GOP side of the aisle, with
four of the county’s six
Democrats new to the
Legislature. Jent is the senior
Democrat, having served for

. 8ix years in a House that was

either controlled by
Republicans or split evenly
between the parties.

Jent, when asked, said some
important Legislative priorities
for him were affordable health
care, education and property
tax relief, which he believes
should come from changing the
state’s tax structure.

“We may have a chance with
the unusual situation, with the
($1 billion) budget surplus, to
actually have a debate this time
about our revenue — about
what tourists should pay for,
about what the future is for a lot
of things,” he said.

Rep. Mike Phillips, D-
Bozeman, who began his first

First day/from page a1

Stapleton saying GOP mem-
bers were angry and disap-
pointed by Kitzenberg’s
actions.

“The reason why we are
speaking on this today is
because we don’t want to speak
about that for the next 89

days,” Stapleton said. “And vou °

term Wednesday, said he hopes
to do more than his fair share in
setting policy during the ses-
sion.

“I really don’t care where
(good ideas) come from,” he
said. “If somebody: over there
has a great idea, that’s super.”

Phillips has his own ideas,
though. One of the top ones is
energy, and he is sponsoring
several bills focusing on energy
conservation and renewable
resources. He also wants to
increase fines on motorists who
speed in school zones.

All the county’s Republicans
have served before in the
Legislature.

One difference this time is
that Rep. John Sinrud, R-
Bozeman, will chair the House
Appropriations Committee,
which shapes the state budget.

Sinrud questions the gover-
nor’s budget, saying that it
increases government spending

(_tected from sex offenders.

at a much higher rate than the
growth in personal income in
Montana.

While the state is enjoying
high times with its current
budget surplus, the lawmaker
said it has to prepare for the
leans times as well.

“So we need to be very pre-
cise about how we spend the
dollars and the tax revenue
coming in,” he said.
aid another goal for
him in the session is ensuring
that children are better pro-

7 goal for

Sen. Gary Perry, R-Manhattan
who started his second term in|

the Senate. He wants to see a
version of Jessica’s Law passed
in Montana, which requires a
mandatory minimum 25-year
sentence and lifetime elec-

. tronic monitoring of adults

found guilty of performing
sexual acts with children

under . .
I'm confident we are going
to pass that and strengthen our
laws against those who prey on
children.” i

The Gallatin County law-

" maket with the most experience
is Rep. Jack Wells, R-Bozeman,
who has served 12 years in both "
the House and Senate.

He said he has only one
major goal during the session,
and that is to spend the least
amount of taxpayer money and
still keep state government
operating.

He wants to refund as much
as the surplus as lawmakers feel
they can without jeopardizing
future government. There are a
lot new programs that need a
close look, he said.

“My goal is to look at all
these new proposals with a real,
real critical eye,” he said.

Walt Williams is at
illiams@dailychronicle.com

assignment and unfairly favored -
the GOP.

“You would have to have a

60-40 split in the House to jus-
tify this committee makeup,”
Rep. Bob Bergren, D-Havre,
said.

Lawmakers voted down the

Fearect. 8 FodO.ixariel i i

Johnson gaveled the House into
session and urged the political
parties to get along.

“Itis going to be a challeng-
ing session I suspect, there’s not
much question about that. ...
But (the voters) realize each of
us are Montanans and that is far

[OCRPRRMCEE S VDA TR i

Senate President Mike
Cooney, D-Helena, said
Democrats are open to
Republican ideas, but would
not entertain proposals “that
would bankrupt future genera-
tions of Montanans.” He and
other Democratic leaders cited
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Objections raised .
to sex offender plan

— . A plan to bar some sex of-
fenders from living within
1,000 feet of schools, churches
and other areas where children
might play drew widespread
opposition Friday at a legisla-
tive hearing
~ Members of the American “Montanans, according
. Civil Liberties Union, the- Derartment 6f
Department of Corrections, the
union that represents probation
and parole officers,and the...

, At
It would affect about a 130 Ta¥ &,
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pulation a M . Treatment Associationtold  grounds and be oli
" Gallatin County jail included the . ‘members of the Semate ;:* -, they.do not sérve asa deterrent.
~ following: . M Judiciary Committee that the D S R
m The jail held 60 inmates.  proposal would be ineffectiveat — - s ,
W An additional 23 inmates . - best and harmful and costlyat - -
were being held at other jails at - wotsRoar-endez i Bron | LN
~ the cost of $55 per inmate per - "It doesn’t increase public
day, plus transportation cOSts. safety;” said Scott Crichton, ex-
" 'mFour people were ir the ecutive director of the ACLU of -t
Sheriff’s County Work . _-Montana. ‘It may even ﬁﬁmnoﬂw U.
Program. , L the problem worse.” - %\&WA 4G
@ The maximum operating . The new law would rest 2
- capacity of the jail is 39 in- - = - sex offenders who are on pa- 0
s, Lo | role, probation, or a deferred o

- mates, i
B W ¢

*| suspended sentence and have a
moderate to high risk of repeat
ing their crimes from living

within 1,000 feet of any school,
church, park or daycare center.




By GAIL SCHONTZLER
Chronicle Staff Writer

ontana Gov. Brian
Schweitzer came to
Bozeman Thursday to
defend his proposed $4
billion, two-year state budget and
accused Republican critics of dis-
torting the facts in a campaign of
“truthiness.”

Schweitzer, who met for more
than two hours with five members
of the Bozeman Daily Chronicle’s
editorial board, described his
spending plan as responsible, fair
and forward-looking.

The first-term Democrat said his
plan would offer tax cuts to Montana
homeowners and small businesses,
freeze tuition for Montana college
students, ease crowding in the prison
system, solve a big chunk of the state
perision deficit, and still save money
for a rainy day. ‘

Schweitzer rejected critics —
including Gallatin Valley Republicans
Scott Sales, House speaker, and John
Sinrud, appropriations chairman —
who contend his budget is “bloated”
or “not sustainable”

“The criticism we see of this
budget is truthiness,” he said, using
a satirical word coined by TV
comedian Stephen Colbert. Colbert

portrays a sanctimonious conserva-

tive who makes claims based on
intuition, regardless of the facts.

Sounding by turns conciliatory
and combative, Schweitzer said
he’s “not going to be lectured” on
fiscal responsibility by lawmakers
from the 2001 or 2003 sessions,
who lowered employee contribu-
tions to state pension funds, thus
handing him a $1 billion, 30-year
deficit.

That’s “the greatest mistake” the
Legislature has made, he said,
“other than energy deregulation”

Schweitzer said Republican
leaders have expressed outrage that
he’s blowing a $1 billion surplus.
Actually, he said, his budget pro-
poses only $388 million in new
ongoing spending.

The rest, some $500 million, is
made up of one-time spending, tax
cuts, a budget cushion and savings
for the day when the state economy
isn’t booming.

(More on w=awm~.Mmmm A8)
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Bill requests
up from 05

By WALT WILLIAMS
Chronicie Staff Writer

HELENA — One proposed law
would require paper towels in all public
restrooms. Another would prohibit
picketing at funerals. Yet another would
plates from@epeat¥DUT offenders
Nearly 2,300 bills have been
requested for the 2007 Legislative ses-
sion, which is 200 more than requested
by this time in the 2005 session.

Pick a subject and there is a good
chance there is a proposed law relating

Ctoit.

“I think last session had a record
number of bill requests,” said Gallatin
County Commissioner Steve White,
who maintains the Web site
Badbills.com during his free time. “This
session was well on its way to getting to
that number” by the time it started.

(More on Bills, page A8)
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$1,000 or more per person.

(More on Report, page A8)

Sens. Baucus,

propose end t

WASHINGTON (AP) —
senior leaders on tax policy s
would back legislation to re

_tive minimum tax, a tax orig

close loopholes for the wealt
increasingly hitting middle-

Sen. Max Baucus, D-Mon
chairman of the Senate Fina
and Sen. Charles Grassley, R-
man in the past Congress, di
how they would make up for
the AMT is taken off the boo
tax year.

The AMT was enacted in
loopholes that enabled the w
paying taxes. The tax elimina
efits such as personal exempt
tions for children and itemiz
for state and local taxes.

The problem has been tha
for applying the tax are not i
tion, and every year taxpayers|
est means have been affected.

Join the clul

WASHINGTON (AP) —
Montana Democrat Jon Tester offi-
cially became a senator Thursday, tak-
ing the oath of office with nine other
senators on the U.S. Senate floor.

“For the moment, it’s time to
take a breath and think about what
we've accomplished,” Tester said
just before the ceremony.

Tester, who narrowly defeated
Republican Sen. Conrad Burns in

the gallery and pointed her out to
some of his new colleagues.

Sen. Max Baucus, D-Mont., and .
former Democratic Sen. John
Melcher of Montana stood behind
Tester as he was sworn in,

Before the ceremony, Tester partic-
ipated in a rare closed-door confer-
ence of Democrats and Republicans.
Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid,
D-Nev., called the session in hopes of

Hillarv Clinfon. Tn Octoher Teste

Tester savors the moment v
. . i
of being sworn in as senator rig
At a reception Wednesday, he = | Mn
held court as Montanans and : €
Washingtonians wished him well. Se
The Capitol Hill party overflowed as D-
staffers and other Democrats waited ar
to talk to the new senator. sw
“It was a lot of people,” Tester cer
said of the reception. “It was grea Th
Tester said he’s met most mem thel
bers, including New York Sen. Ch:
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One on-going problem he wants to
tackle is prison crowding, created in part
by mandatory sentences. Schweitzer said
he doesn’t disagree with his good friend
Sen. Gary Perry, R-Belgrade, who wants
mandatory sentences for sexual predators
of children. But the governor added that
creates an obligati

chweitzer said his one-time property
tax rebates of $400 would be targeted at
Montana resident homeowners.
Republicans proposed a permanent 8
percent property tax cut, but the gover-
nor argued that would benefit out-of-
state corporations and wealthy second-
home owners, and could be changed by
future legislatures.

One of his key ongoing proposals-is
$50 million for the University System to
cover rising costs, agreed to in a deal with
the Board of Regents, who said they
wouldn’t raise tuition for Montana stu-
dents for two years.

“This is the first time in 20 years we
wouldn'’t raise tuition,” the governor said.

During the election, Republicans pro-
posed going farther and cutting tuition
by 5 percent. Schweitzer argued that

would cost an additional $20 million,
and that half of Republican lawmakers
have said in a poll they wouldn’t support
more money for higher education.
Schweitzer said his budget would
mean about a 6 percent increase for pub-
lic schools. The coalition of schoolsithat

}sued the state successfully to-force

increased state support contends that’s
too little and has threatened to drag the
state back to court. '

Schools got a big increase in the 2005
Legislature and 2006 special session, the
governor said. He has told the coalition,
“I think Montanans are tired of govern-
ment suing government.”

The governor’s budget also includes:

B Pay raises for(Stateemployees of 3 t

3,6 percent a year.

© m$285 mﬁ' [ion to renovate the Gaines
Hall student chemistry labs at Montana
State University, a top university priority
for years.

Gaines Hall, and $36 million for state
building maintenance, would be paid for
with “cash on-the barrel head,” he sajd,
rather than bonded borrowing.

Asked about a comment by Sen.
Corey Stapleton, R-Billings, Senate

minority leader, who said the governor
had alienated the entire Republican
Party, Schweitzer said he gets along well
with lots of Republican lawmakers, who
have shared meals, drinks and pool
games with him. - .

That drives GOP leaders “crazy,” who
want to be the only ones who talk to the
governor, he said. ,

In response to Sales’ comment that
the governor has yet to meet with him,
Schweitzer said Sales has been invited to
the governor’s house five times, including
last December, when many other
Republicans attended.

" Schweitzer said he urged Démocrat§
this week not to join an effort by some
moderate Republicans to vote against
Sales as speaker.

indicate Sales would not be a good con-
sensus builder,” Schweitzer said. Sales and
other conservatives now in leadership, he
said, “are not back-benchers anymore.”

Asked if he’d run for re-election in
2008, Schweitzer said, “That’s a 100 per-
cent chance.”

Gail Schontzler is at
gails@dailychronicle.com
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Lawmakers requested a total of 2,381
bills during the 2005 session. A little
more than 1,400 of those requests
became actual bills, and an even smaller
number of those went on to become law.

So far only about 400 requested bills
are in draft form for this year’s session,
but that number will grow in coming
weeks. However, now that the session has
started, lawmakers can only make two
more bill requests on top of those they
have already made.

State lawmakers have 90 working days
to consider all the bills as well as craft a
budget that keeps government running
for the next two years. The result is long
and often frenetic days.

Other than a few top priorities for
both parties, there is little coordination
among lawmakers when it comes making
bill requests. b

Many lawmakers make requests just
to reserve spots for legislation that
they’re considering, but ultimately don’t
pursue.

There also is much overlap. For exam-
ple, there have been 10 bill requests seek-
ing to curb the use of eminent domain,
many of them attempting to do the same
thing. :
Laws have been proposed in the past
to curb the number of bill requests, but
they’ve never been successful. Critics
have argued it is a waste of time and
money for an individual lawmaker to put
in several bill requests given the staff
resources needed to prepare them, par-
ticularly if many of them have little
chance of actually passing into law.

Still, the time needed to prepare a
request varies from bill to bill.

_ “There is no general time frame” for

drafting a bill, Greg Petesch, director of
the legislative Legal Services Office, said.
“Some bills are very easy, some bills are
very hard” ,

There are online resources for people
who want to track legislation as the ses-
sion progresses.

White’s site, www.badbills.com, fol-
lows “bad” legislation making its way
through Helena. White generally uses
conservative criteria when determining
whether a bill is bad or not, but he also
provides advice about lobbying lawmak-
ers, traveling to Helena and links to gov-
ernment sites.

-~ The Montana Legislature also main-
tains a Web site at http://leg.mt.gov,
where Internet users can search for bills
by subject and lawmaker.

Walt Williams is at
wwilliams@dailychronicle.com
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EARS AGO, 1 PARTICIPATED IN
" the rescue of a child from bondage. -

Destiny (not her real name) was 13. She

' had been repeatedly raped by a pair rof )
predators to “educate” her. Then, along -

"with several other young gitls, she was
forced to sell herself to strangers. Each day,

*she woke o the threat of disfigating brutality i she failed to

‘bring in ‘sufﬁaent money tha:: night, Later, it was reported‘ .

out their moral convictionsin .
_exchange for personal gain
“whores”? More important,
prostxtunon implies a willing
exchange Ul 'mately, the term

Destinya “child prostitute”
stituted childy isnot
purely semaniic. Iris more than
| the difference between a hard
i ~mch dapermc:oushe.ltnot :

PHOTO BY MIKE ANDERSON@REDDOORSTUDIO.COM




The softening of e
language— S S
“forbidden T —

love” for sexual :

s&ﬂz:f:?:;\:lz SChOOI COunSEIOr ‘ M‘ ’ Court papers detall lr]
Femvtea o t?mf‘m Probation s
percepionet 10 fOondlin

ﬁatefuﬁtcrimir:al W“szw g teen

Child prostitutes were abused by pimps,
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Student details affair with teachey
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Child prostitute ring nets
PIison terms for 3 people
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s B i ]

@4 judge spares a predatory pedophile a long prison sen-
tence on the grounds that “it takes two to tango.” Another

grants work-release to a sex offender, declaring that the S-
year-old victifywas “unusually promiscuous.”

B A teacher is arrested for sexual intercourse with a minor
studenct in her class. The newspapers describe the conduct
as “a forbidden love affair.”

B A young actor, in an interview given before his-drug-
overdose death, describes how he “lost his virginity” when
he was 3 or 4 years old.

How have such grotesque distortions taken control of our
language? To answer that question, we must first ask an-
other: Who profirs? Who benefits from pervasive cultural
language thacErivializesviolence against childrep?

H Pedophileyare very familiar with the power of language.
They would have us believe that child pornographyisa free-
speech issue. They know that if they succeed in placing
“child prostitution” anywhere on the continuum of vol-
untary sexual activity, they will have established a beach-
head from which to launch future assaults. ,

We must undersrand that such language is no accident—
it is the deliberate product of cultural lobbyists, There is a
carefully orchestrated campaign o warp public perception,

.J-a perception thar affects everything from newspaper cov- .

)k erage to legislation and even jury verdicts.

If chey can ger us to accept that children consent to sex
for money, it will be easier to sell the idea that they can con-
sent to sex for “love.” But an adult male who sexually abuses

' continued
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Watch Your Language | continued

liccle boys is no more “homosexual” than
one who victimizes little girls is “hetero-

“Thereis no such thing as a child prostitute;
there are only prostituted children.
When we use terms such as “lose’s one’s

virginity” in referring to adult sex acts with
children instead of calling it “rape,” or when
we say that the teachers “have affairs” with
their pupils instead of saying that teachers
sexually exploit them, the only beneficiaries

- are thepredatotswho 8&%@&@

This is not about polirical correctness.
It is about telling the truth. In any culture,

language is the undercurrent that dnives the
river of public perception. That undercur-
rent has been pollured for roo oolong. ng.

A

If we really want to protect our children,
it’s time to watch our _m:mcmmm (D]

PARADE Contributing Editor Andrew Vachss is
an author and attorney whose only clients are
children. His novel “Two Trains Running” will
be published on June 14 by Pantheon. Visit www
vachss.com to learn more.

__damage to the victim.

What Words Really Say

When it comes to child abuse, the language we use can distort the

reality of the crime and create a roadblock to justice. The next time you

hear a news report, keep in mind what the following terms actually
mean...and the consequences of the conduct described.

pubescent chi o decide to act on
such feelings can be termed “predatory pedophiles.”
The predatory pedophile is as dangerous as cancer
and as camouflaged in approach. His presence be-
comes known only by the horrendous damage left
in his wake. Predatory pedophiles most often op-

may be a teacher, a doctor, a scout leader, a police
officer, an athletic coach, a religious counselor or a
child-care professional. They are protected not only
by our ignorance of their presence but also by our
unwillingness to confront the 45:

m.Onn&Em Zo:vm:mﬁmnzm sexual misconduct
with a child, often resulting in severe emotional

m:_."_:m in both vr<m_nm_ and emotional damage.

Nonviolent incest The rape by extortion of

a by a family member, creating a climate of op-
pression and fear in the child's daily life that in-
evitably results in profound long-term damage.

Intergenerational love The sexual ex-

e

" He (or she} “ploitation of a child under the guise of a consen-

sual relationship. This pedophiles’ perversion of
the word “love” is routinely promoted in all their
ﬁ!m«wﬂ:& as AmEm Sor even "beneficial” to

gnm prostitute A child, often held captive

against his or her will, who is physically and/or emo-
tionally coerced into performing sex acts with adults
for the profit of others.
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- Trial starting:in slaying )

- of coed that changed...
sex laws in two states

FARGO, N.D. (AP) — The
abduction of 22-year-old Dru
Sjodin from a shopping center
Earking lot and the discovery of

er body five months later, after
an emotional search, has led to
major revisions of sex offender
laws in two states and to North
; Dakota’s ﬁrst federal death
: ¢ penalty case.’
: Alfonso Rodriguez Jr.,a
3 53-year-old convicted sex of-
:fender is to go on trial
& Thursday in federal court in
* * Bismarck. He has pleaded not
4 gullty to a charge of kidnap-
. ping resulting in the death of
' » the University of North
: t Dakota student more than
- ¥ two years ago.
v Pederal prosecutors have
1 said they will seek the death
) penalty if he is convicted.’
i “This will be a national tri- -
. al,” said Joseph Daly, a criminal
+ law professor at Hamline .
{ University in St. Paul, Minn. “A
, federal death penalty case is
i qulte unusual, especially when
' you're talking about a state
: that doesn’t have the death
: penalty”
! . The federal indictment says '
¢ Sjodin was killed “in an espe-
: * cially heinous, cruel and de-
: ! praved mannetyin that it in-
' volved torture and serious
¥ physmal abuse”. . .
; North Dakota's Jast execu-
» tion was in 1905. The state’s
: + death penalty law was abol-
' vished in 1975,
: Sjodin, of Pequot Lakes,
¢ Minn,, disappeared Nov. 22,
- 2003, from a Grand Forks mall
! 1 where she had gone shopping
1 after gettmg of? work ata
: Victoria’s Secret store.
| Moments before, she had talked
'  with her boyfriend by cell
{.phone, = -
% -+ Hundreds of people, many.
| of them college students, vol-
. inteered to search for her. Thy
. governors of North Dakota an
Minnesota sent the National
" Guard to help.
Rodriguez was arrested
. within two weeks of Sjodin’s
‘ ; V' disappearance when police i in-
- vestigated a tip that he was in -
Grand Forks on the day she dis-
‘ appeared His bail was set at $5
!

S)odms btgdy was found the:
fo]lowmg April, after deep snow
‘melted, in a ravine near
Crookston, Minn., where

\: considered to be at nsk y Frase

* dents at UND will likely foll

stantial ’mddenf;ii;gﬂgl;im

fenses and stricter supervision
Offerider.
rison, ‘
Members of Sjodin’s family
spoke around the country in fa-
vor of a proposed national sex e
offender registration, known as’
“Dru’s Law.”
“Every time there is a case
like this, it shines the light on *
some aspect of the system that
wasn’t tight enough,” said
Richard Frase, a criminal law
professor at the University of
Minnesota.
U.S. District Judge Ralph
Erickson took precautions to
ensure a fair trial, moving it T A
from Grand Forks to Fargo, as-

sembling a jury pool more than
12 times the normal size,and -
increasing the number of juror
disqualifications allowed for the
defense.

The judge also issued a gag
order preventing lawyers and - -
others working on the case

?

from talking to reporters, but

later allowed them to tatk more

-openly about information in

the publicrecordi” - ;
Defense lawyer Robert Hoy,

a court-appointed attorney

. 'from West Fargo, would not .

comment on possxble defense

strategies, .
‘Members of Sjodin’s family

have politely refused to com- . " -

- ment since Erickson issued the e
gag order. &

“For us to go through this is
absolutely nothing compared to
what Dru went through,” her
mother, Linda Walker, said in
December.

Frase said he does not ex- -
pect the trial to capture as .. .
much i interest as the search for
Sjodm
“The sensatlonal thing
about it right away was that it
was so centered around the vic-
tim and the sense of surprise
and threat that people feel, es- ).
pecially people not normally

aid. .
However, S)odm S fe

the trial closely; said Jordan
Schuetzle, who was the student 5
body presldent when she disap-

peared.

:.“I thinkit was such asub-”

of our campus; it'still Seemns

/it was a few months ago,” said

Schuetzle, now a UND law stu-""

- dent. “People are still thinking

about it; people are still talkmg

-4 Rodriguez lived with his moth- about it”
er. That’s about 25 miles from . “The one amazing thing . -
Grand Forks, about itis that it reaﬁy united. %" !
. Qver the next two year: our campus,” he said. “We were " :
all out there looking; we were':":~ |
. "3l 'out there supporting each -1,
- ' tougher ses of: . i~ . other. This one thing brought ~ ¥
T ing life without " almost 13,000 students togeth- = -
; parole for the most senogg of- . er” i

e ————

record
. conyicted, Milliron faces "\
4p to four consecutive life sen-

* ByTED SULLIVAN .
;Chronicle Staff Writer‘ N

-A'Bozerhan man' was arrest-
ed Thursday on fouir ¢harges
related to sexually abusmg two
youn boys. 4

X Charles Lewis Mllln-on, 37,
“faces two charges of sexual in-
tercourse g
without
consent:: -~
and other

sex. BoZeman
charges. - W iy
He vgas I"eSldellt :
arrested ’
-ona é ) mO'ested
bench I R
warrant
and held :
in Gallatin Count)"
*$50,000 bail.: ; :
 OnJune 23, aMontana

Department: of Public Health
and Human Services employee

called a Bozeman police detec- ...

nhe abouta 6—year-old boy
w o was a.llegedl?' emg sexy-

The boy had told a friend
that Milliron had sex with him
and another boy, accordmg to
police. When asked by an adult
whether it was true, the boy,
began to cry. He confirmed
that Milliron had molested.
him.

On July 12, a detective in-
terviewed each boy. Both of
them denied having been sex-
vally abused.

- On the same day, a detec-
tive interviewed Milliron,
who allegedly admitted he,
had sexually assaulted the ~
boys. '

After Mﬂhron confessed
the detective interviewed one
of the boys a'second time,
and this time the boy said he
had been assaulted, “that it
hurt and he cried and
screamed,” according to ‘court

eiSexpected to'entera
g;ea in Dlstnct Court at alater
te =

Police say

o St S it A
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rape charges
dropped against
ex-dairy worker

Sexual assaul

.

By TED SULLIVAN
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.. and the existence of at least one alter-

»

Despite the charges being dismissed,
Castellanos is still being held in Gallatin

County’s jail by U.S. Immigration and
Customs Enforcement.
He could be deported to Mexico.

nate suspect.

f




Gallatm County s‘ 10 ‘most wanted fugluves are accused: fe
from rape and assault with a:weapon to drug deahng‘ ind'theft.

They use aliases and carry fake IDs.
They change their hair color and style.

They hide from the cops, move often and live in'the
“Some of them areviolent offenders; but not all of the

Sherlff s Lt. Jeff Wade sald
A few of them

thers had charges ﬁled against them but could nevéi'
Bufpolice suspect they may not be all that far awa;

“I'd'say most of them are probably still in the County,

- Jim Cashell said.

Of the 1,530. people wanted on felony warrants in Gallatin Co
enforcement agencies identified 10 they most want to arrest.
. th e most—wanted fugltwes and the accusatlons aga

‘Wanted: Lmdseyc Badolato

fraudulently obtaining dange. us drugs
Badolato, 28, has been accused of 3

counts of using, phony prescripti
obtain painkillers from local phar
cies, according to court‘ records

toge

: December 2005 and cashir lbg them,
~ according to court records:

She was allegedly able to alter e |

checks, which were valued at
$3,000, and cash them. -
Burland is'white; 5-foo

blonde hair and weighs 120 pounds. -

: P!

.. She also goes by the names Denise
. Isakson;Penise Cain and Demse
< Shaw ell

ore on ' Wanted, page A10)

allegedly for%red docto $ prescription

WAN'I'E“
DENISE
BURLAND

FORGERY

BB

e

WANTED
ADAM 6.
GONZALEZ

POSSESSION OF
DANGEROUS
DRUGS WITH

INTENT TO SELL

WANTED\

FRANKLIN
TOWNSEND SR.

FAILURE TO
REGISTER AS A

WANTE] ,l)

JOHN B. LACEY

SEXUAL
INTERCOURSE
WITHOUT
CONSENT

WANTED
STRIDER L.
MOORE

FRAUDULENTLY
OBTAINING
DANGEROUS
DRUGS

WANTED
GORDON b,
COLE

FORGERY AND
DECEPTIVE
PRACTICES

WANTED
LINDSEY C.
BADOLATO

FRAUDULENTLY
OBTAINING
DANGEROUS
DRUGS

WANTED
JOHN B.
CHAMPAGNE

FELONY b1

WANTED
ROBERT A.
VANCOPPENOLLE

SALE OF
DANGEROUS
DRUGS

WANTED
MATTHEW
McMORRIS

ASSAULT
WITH A
WEAPON
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Awarrant for her arrest was have been unable to find him. -

" behe

filed in July 2006. Attempts to
find her have been made,

although her whereabouts are
_unknown. If arrested, she will

‘Townsend, 45, was convicted
ogdelony sodomy of 4 ¢ 1n
89 when he lived in California,

To view the 10 most-wanted list: Go to the county’s
Web site at www.gallatin.mt.gov, click on “departments,” .
then click on “sheriff's office.” On the sheriff’'s office
page, click on “most.wanted.”

To submit a tip: If you wish to remain anonymous and
possibly receive a reward, call Bozeman Crime Stoppers
at 586-1131. If you know the whereabouts of anyone on
this list, call 911 or the sheriff's office’ at 582-2100.

according to cour

“supposed to notify local author-
ities of his address and check in
with probation and parole offi-
cers.

But his address has not been
known sinc

Townsend is Native
American; 5-foot-10 and weighs
190 pounds. He has black hair

. and brown eyes. He also uses

the names Robert Thomas
Drake and Frederick Lawrence
Townsend.

Investigators issued a war-
rant for his arrest in September
2005. If found, he will be held
on $50,000 bail.

Wanted: John B.
Champagne; felony DUT

Champagne, 43, was arrested

and charged with drunken driv-
2005, according to court records.

He was allegedly driving in
downtown Bozeman, flashing his
lights on and off when a police
officer stopped him. Champagne
had red eyes and his speech was
slurred. He failed field-sobriety
tests and was taken to jail.

After being released; he was
caught drinking, but stopped
reporting to local pretrial offi-
cers. He never had his trial and
can’t be found.

Champagne is Native
American, 5-foot-6 and weighs
185 pounds. He has brown hair
and brown eyes. He uses the
phony names John Baker, Jack

Champagne Todd Dennis and
Kar! Dennis. '

A warrant for his arrest was
issued in November 2005. If
picked up, he will be held on
$100,000 bail.

Wanted: Adam S. Gonzalez;
possession of dangerous drugs
with intent to sell

Gonzalez, 25, passed out in
his car at the Buffalo Station in
December 2004 with two bags
of methamphetamine in his lap,
according to court records.

When deputies awakened
him, he allegedly handed one of
them $965 in cash. Marijuana
was also found in the vehicle,
(Gonzalez was arrested and-
taken to jail.

He was later released on the
condition he report to authori-
ties pending his trial. But he
didn’t check in, moved away
from his last-known address and
has been missing since February
2005. If arrested, he will be held
on $100,000 bail.

He is Hispanic, 5-foot-8, 160
pounds and has black hair and
brown eyes.

anted: John B. Lacey;sex-
intercourse without co

Lacey, 64, is accused of rap-

ing a minor in the spring of
‘ !gggﬁummer of 1997,
according to court records.

He is also accused of provid-

_ill%&ll&g_g_gwmm
alcohol and a place to parts
according to court records. He

would often make sexual

‘advances toward the boys.

Charges were filed against
Lacey In 1999, although he was

ETapyears. \
acey 1s white, 5-foot-10 and

weighs 175 pounds. He has blue
eyes and gray hair. He has no
known aliases.
 If he is arrested, he will be
held in jail on $75,000 bail.
‘Wanted: Robert A.
Vancoppenolle; sale of danger-
ous drugs
Vancoppenolle, 52, was sen-
tenced to five years probation

for selling meth to an informant

in 2002, according to court
records.

While on probation, he
tested positive for using meth
and his probation was revoked.
He then faced five years in the
Montana.State Prison.

But law enforcement hasn’t
been able to find him since he
failed his drug test.

- He is white, 5-foot-6 and
weighs 165 pounds.

Wanted: Strider L. Moore;
fraudulently obtaining danger-
ous drugs and sale of danger-
ous drugs

Moore, 27, is accused of sell-
ing marijuana to an informant
several times, beginning in May
2004, according to court
records.

Three counts of drug-deal-
ing charges were filed against
Moore in October 2004 and a
warrant for his arrest was
issued, although investigators

Moore is white, 6-foot-3,
weighs 185 pounds and has
brown hair and hazel eyes. He
also goes by the names Mac
Moore, Striden Moore and .

. Leon Phillips.

If caught, he will be held on .~
$5,000 bail,

org-
ing checks and using other peo--
ple’s credit cards to make pur-
chases in 2005, according to
court records.

To assume other people’s
identities, Cole is accused of
stealing mail and burglarizing
homes to obtain personal infor
mation, according to court
records. He would then use the
information to take their

money or open credit account

in their name.

At one point, Cole was
arrested and released on bail.
However, his trial date had to be
postponed after he disappeared,
according to court records.

He is white, 5-foot-10 and
weighs 185 pounds. He has
brown hair and hazel eyes._

A warrant for his arrest was -
filed in December 2006. If

_found, he will be held on

$100,000 bail. ,

Wanted: Matthew McMorris;
assault with a weapon

" McMorris, 40, is accused of

hitting a man with a rolling pin
earlier this month on Pondera
Avenue in Bozeman.

He later chased the man and
a woman with an axe, according
to court records.

A charge of assault with a
weapon was filed against him on

Jan. 2, but McMorris has not

been arrested and can’t be found

He is 5-foot-10 and weighs
165 pounds. He has brown hair
and green eyes.

Ted Sullivan is at
tsullivan@dailychronicle.com
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Man sentenced to 10 years
for kidnapping, sex assault

BILLINGS (AP) — A man
convicted of grabbing an 18-
year-old woman off a Billings
street, driving to a mmnr&.ma
spot and sexually assauiting
her, was sentenced Monday to
10 years in prison with no
chance for parole.

Dale H. Dunning, 66, mm..
clared his innocence and said,
“I am the victim.”

District Judge Susan Watters
rejected a request from
Dunning’s nocﬁ-wﬁwo::& at-
torney for a suspended sen-
tence that would have resulted
in Dunning’s immediate release
from jail.

Public Defender Carl
DeBelly argued that Dunning
should be given 10 years in
prison with nine suspended
and credit for the time served
in the county jail since his ar-
rest in October 2005. He said
Dunning had one previous
felony conviction.

Deputy Yellowstone County
Attorney Anne-Marie
McKittrick argued that
Dunning is a dangerous and
untreated sex offender with a
long history of blaming his vic-
tims. Dunning has 19 prior

misdemeanor convictions, 16
of which are sex offenses,
McKittrick said. His felony

conviction was in 1992 for pri-
vacy in communication, she
said. . o

McKittrick said a psychiatric
evaluation warned that
Dunning’s criminal sexual be-
havior had escalated, and the
evaluator said Dunning has a
high risk of committing similar
crimes in the future.

Dunning has previously
been designated a Level I1I sex
offender — the greatest risk to
commit future crimes — and
failed to complete sex offender
treatment after the 1992 con-
viction. )

Dunning was convicted of
kidnapping and sexual assault
after a two-day trial in April.

The woman testified the sex-

ual assault ended when another
vehicle drove into the area
where Dunning was assaulting
her and Dunning drove away.
‘The woman said she jumped
from the moving truck and ran
to a bar for help. .
Dunning was arrested min-
utes later. He has been jailed on
$30,000 bail since then.
Watters said she found
Dunning posed a danger and
had shown no empathy or re-
morse for any of his victims.
“You will serve out your sen-
tence at the prison,” she said.
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Jury selection to begin

in Duncan mur

COEUR D’ALENE, Idaho
{AP) — Police believe it was the
children’s swimsuits that first
caught the eye of pedophile
Joseph Edward Duncan III,
triggering a spree of savage
murder, kidnapping and child
rape.

The registered sex offender
was on the run from a child
molestation charge in
Minnesota when his vehicle
rounded a corner on Interstate
90 and drove past the rural
home where Shasta Groene, 8,
and her brother Dylan, 9, were
frolicking in their bathing suits
in mid-May 2005.

Charged with killing three
people so he could kidnap the
children for sex, Duncan’s trial
begins on Monday in 1st
District Court in this northern

Idaho city. He faces the death
penalty for actions that rival
anything in a Hollywood
thriller.

Court records say Duncan
pulled off the road and stalked
the family for several days to
learn their habits. Then he
donned night-vision goggles
and took a rifle into the home
early the morning of May 16.

He got the drop on the
sleeping adults, and bound
Brenda Groene, her 13-year-old
son Slade and her boyfriend,

Mark McKenzie, with zip ties,
according to court records.
Then he beat them to death
with a claw hanrmer and ab-

ducted the
two younger
children.
Court

records say
Duncan, 43,
molested the
children for
seven weeks
at a primi-
tive campsite
near St. Regis, Mont., possibly
capturing some of his actions
on the digital video and still
cameras the computer expert
carried. At some point Dylan
was killed.

Then Duncan drove with
Shasta back to Coeur d’Alene,
stopping at a Denny’s along I-
90 around 2 a.m. the morning
of July 2, 2005. Staff and cus-
tomers recognized the girl from
the many photos plastered
throughout the region and
called police. ‘

Duncan told arresting offi-
cers he was returning the girl to
her father.

Sentiments run strong in
this conservative region against
Duncan, a Tacoma native who
spent most of his adult life in
prison for molesting children.
Bumper stickers saying “Kill
Duncan” abound. Kootenai
County prosecutor Bill Douglas
rejected offers that Duncan will
confess to the crimes he is
charged with — plus other
crimes for which he is not yet
charged — in exchange for

Duncan

.

der trial

avoiding the death penalty.

A pool of some 800 local res-
idents has been called in an ef-
fort to find a jury that can give
him a fair trial.

“Duncan has been prejudged
and sentenced to death,” public
defender John Adams com-
plained in unsuccessfully argu-
ing that a jury should be
brought in from elsewhere.

Prosecutors said finding
people who had not heard of

the case would be impossible.

Even though Duncan is
pleading innocent, last week his
lawyers released an extraordi-
nary letter to the prosecutor in
which Duncan offered to coop-
erate fully with law enforcement
officers in order to spare Shasta -
Groene the trauma of testifying

against him in court.

“We are reaching out to the
victims,” federal public defender
Roger Peven said. “This is not a
trick.”

Defendants facing the death
penalty cannot simply plead
guilty, because a capital case
must be litigated, Peven said.

Duncan made the offer even
though what he says will al-
most certainly be used against
him when federal prosecutors

“file charges likely to include

kidnapping the children and

killing Dylan Groene afier the
state case concludes. Fede
prosecutors have already
they will seek the death peral

ty.




:Duncan reportedly
confessed to killing
three other children

BOISE, Idaho (AP) —
Federal prosecutors said
Tuesday that convicted killer

and child mol o
ward qucan 11T has con-

o children in

fessed to kill

notice of intent to seek the
death penalty against Duncan
in a separate case in which he’s

accused of kidnapping two
northerd

ling one of them.

They say Duncan should be
put to death because he killed
Dylan Groene, 9, in front of his
sister, then-8-year-old Shasta
Groenpe, after kidnapping them
from their home near Coeur
d’Alene, Idaho; because he’s ac-
knowledged killing three chil-
dren in 1996 and 1997; and be-
cause he’'d be a serious threat to
others, if he’s allowed to live,

“The defendant has engaged
in a continuing pattern of vio-
lence, attempted violence, and
threatened violence,” Assistant
U.S. Attorney Wendy Olson
wrote. Duncan “is likely to com-
mit criminal acts of violence in
the future that would constitute
a continuing and serious threat
to the lives and safety of others”

Roger Peven, Duncan’s attor-
ney, said he had not yet seen the
filing and could not immediate-
ly comment on it. Peven had
met with Duncan early Tuesday,
but declined to comment on the
meeting. Duncan is being held
in a state prison near Boise.

The U.S. attorney’s office said

~The two girls were kid-
* napped from the Crest Motel in

Duncan confessed to killing
Carmen Cubias, 9, and Sammiejo

‘White, 11, in Washingfon state in
1996 and Anthony Martinez, 10,
in California in 1997,

Seattle in July 1996. Their skele-
tal remains were found 17
months later in Bothell, a
eattle suburb.
~ Martinez was forced into a
Awhite car in Beaumont, Calif,, \
in April 1997 as his friends
watched. Sixteen days later a
forest ranger found the boy’s
nude, bound body about 7
iles to the east.

Duncan was charged
Thursday in a California state
court in Martinez death.
Prosecutors there said they also
intend to seek the death penalty.

7 Duncan is a Tacoma, Wash.
native who spent most of his
adult life in Washington state
prisons for sexual crimes
against children
ederal grand jury re-
turned an indictment against
Duncan last Thursday, charging
him with 10 felonies, including
kidnapping, kidnapping result-
ing in death, sexual abuse and
firearms charges.

In those counts, Duncan is ac-

cused of kidnapping Dylan and
time attack on their family’s
FomET 0 For the pur-
pose of sexually abusing them.
The children’s mother,
Brenda Groene, her fiance,

Mark McKenzie, and the
younger children’s 13-year-old

r , 7
et Gl REGION

BOZEN

AP
Joseph Edward Duncan I, right, is shown during a hearing at
the Kootenai County Sheriff’s Department Justice building in
Coeur d’Alene, Idaho, in this Oct. 16, 2006 file photo. Duncan,
accused of kidnapping and molesting two Idaho children after
killing their family, has confessed to the slayings of three oth-
er children in Washington state and California, federal prose-

cutors said Tuesday.

brother, Slade Groene, were
bludgeoned to death with a
hammer during the attack,
crimes for which Duncan is al-
ready serving life in prison.
On@wyf&, 2004, Duncan was
arrested for allegedly molesting a

“6-year-old boy and attempting to
molest another boy at a school

@hem for nearly seven

weeks before shooting Dylan.,

2005, with Shasta at a Coeur |

d’Alene restaurant.
While holding the children

captive, Duncan produced sex#

and torture videos, “knowing

CTunean was arrested July 2,

that such visual depictions

playground in Detroit Lakes,
inm) Authorities say that on

Ap 12005, he rente

St. Paul, Minn., and jumped bail.

~ Prosecutors say that while
driving past the Groene home
on U.S. Interstate 90 east of
Coeur d’Alene, Duncan spotted
Shasta and Dylan playing out-
side and began plotting the at-
tack on the family.

The U.S. attorney’s office al-
leges Duncan then took Dylan
and Shasta into the Lolo

“National Forest near St. Regis,

FTontSwhere fie field them and

would be transported in inter-
state and foreign commerce,

prosecutors said.




COEUR D’ALENE, Idaho
(AP) — It was a year ago that a
small girl with brown hair and
a dimpled smile walked into a
Denny’s restaurant at 2 a.m. in
the company of a tall, thin man
who might have been her fa-
ther.

But Joseph Edward Duncan
11 wasn’t Shasta Groene’s father.
He was a Level I1I sex offender
with a long record of violent as-
saults on children.

.- Alert people in the restau-
rant recognized the 8-year-old
girl, whose pictures had been
splashed throughout the re-
gion since she was abducted
from a home where three peo-

-ple were killed seven weeks be-

fore.

Several called 911, and wait-
ress. Amber Deahn stalled the
two to give police time to re-
spond. After what seemed an ag-
onizing wait, three officers en-

‘tered the restaurant, arrested

Duncan, and brightened the re-
gion’s spirits with the miracu-
lous rescue.

The good news didn’t last
fong.

Soon it came out that Shasta’s
9-year-old brother, Dylan, who
was also abducted, had been
murdered.

People were outraged to
learn of Duncan’s record, and
that he was free on low bail
from a child molestation
charge in Minnesota when the
Groene children were abduct-
ed.

Found in Duncan’s vehicle
was digital video and computer
equipment that Kootenai

County prosecutor Bill Douglas
said contain “vile” images of
what happened to the children
at a primitive campsite in
Montana.

Duncan was also identified as
the main suspect in the slayings
of two children in Washington
and one in California.

Prosecutors in Kootenal
County are preparing for a capi-
tal trial scheduled to begin in
October, even as Duncan’s
lawyers argued for a plea bargain
on the grounds it would spare
Shasta years of testimony in
court.

Shasta’s father, Steve Groene,
did not return several telephone
calls left on his cell phone or e-
mail from The Associated Press.
He did grant a recent interview
to TV reporter Geraldo Rivera,
and allowed Shasta to speak
with him.

Shasta told Rivera that she
was back in school and wanted
to grow up to be an actress. She
said she loved horses, the violin
and the flute.

Members of the girl’s extend-
ed family took the anniversary
of her rescue as a chance to re-
member the four members of
the family who died.

“Thank God we have Shasta
as a constantreminder of how
great those we lost were and still
are in our hearts, forevermore,”
they said in a written statement.
“To lose this many people you
love, and to murder, it 1s truly a
living hell.”

Duncan, 43, a cornputer ex-
pert and prolific blogger, is
charged with crimes that rival

NATION

'Kidnapped girl back in school, accused abductor awaits trial

Members of the girl’s extended
family took the anniversary of her
rescue as a chance to remember
the four members of the
family who died.

anything in a Hollywood thriller.

Crime experts were stumped
to find a case in which a child
molester entered a home, killed
the adults and kidnapped chil-
dren for sex.

On the night of May 16,
2005, someone broke into the
home shared by 40-year-old
Brenda Groene, her 37-year-old
boyfriend Mark McKenzie and
three of Brenda’s children —
Slade, Dylan and Shasta — as
the family slept.

Brenda, Mark and 13-year-
old Slade were bound and beat-
en to death with a hammer,
blood and gore splattering the
modest home. Dylan, 9, and
Shasta, who is now 9, were ab-
ducted.

A massive Em:rssr aided
by the FBI, produced almost
nothing. Attention focused on
Steve Groene, father of the chil-
dren, and on friends of the vic-
tims who were involved in
drugs.

The search seemed to be
stalled when Duncan and Shasta
walked into the Denny’s restau-
rant.

Duncan is charged with three
counts of murder for the slay-
ings of Brenda and Slade Groene

and McKenzie, and faces the
death penalty. After the state
case, the federal government
plans to charge him with kid-
napping the two smaller chil-
dren and killing Dylan, crimes
that could also carry the death
penalty.

Duncan, a Tacoma native
who most recently lived in
Fargo, N.D., had spent most of
his adult life in Washington pris-
ons for sex crimes against chil-
dren.

In 1980, at the age of 17, he
received a 20-year prison sen-
tence for raping and torturing a
14-year-old boy at gunpoint.
After his arrest for that crime, he
told authorities that he had
raped 13 boys by the time he
was 16.

Authorities now believe %M:
while free on parole in 1997,
Duncan kidnapped, raped and
murdered a 10-year-old boy in
Southern California and two
girls in Seattle.

On his blog, Duncan railed
against police monitoring of sex
offenders, and posted bizarre
writings and videos of himself.
The blog showed he was strug-
gling with his sanity.

“Itis a battle between me and

o
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my demons,” Duncan wrote on
April 24, 2005.“'m afraid, very
afraid. If they win then a lot of
people will be badly hurt”

Three weeks later, just days
before the murders and kidnap-
pings, he wrote: “My intent is to
harm society as much as I rm?
then die”

Court records indicate that
Duncan was driving past the
family home along Interstate 90
when he saw Shasta and Dylan
Groene playing in the front yard
in their swimsuits. He allegedly
stalked the family for several
days, using night vision goggles
to plan his assault, court records
said.

The case has sparked a death
penalty debate.

Steve Groene has called on
prosecutors to reach a plea bar-
gain with Duncan so his daugh-
ter does not have to testify
against him.

Douglas has said he mr.:mv
Steve Groene’s concerns, but be-
lieves that Duncan deserves
death and that Shasta is strong
enough to testify.

The case has reinvigorated a
campaign in Washington to
throw some sex offenders into
prison for life on a first convic-
ton. Tracy Oetting, who twice
failed to get enough petition sig-
natures to put the measure on
the ballot, decided to make a

third attempt after the Groene
case.

“People like Joseph Duncan
can not ever be let out of
prison,” she said. -

She has July 7 to gather
about 225,000 signatures to get
the measure, called Dylan’s Law,

Washington have already enact-
ed tougher laws against child
molesters.

Meanw people around
the country have sent donations
for Shasta. They have raised
money for a sports wall at the'el-
ementary school the children at-
tended. They raised money for a
stone memorial to Dylan

sroene to be placed at the
Montana E:;J €.

set to begin
i October, ﬂ_:g the state case
appears to be strong, with a
targe amount of forensic evi-
dence and the eyewitness testi-
mony of Shasta.

One person who has no
doubt about Duncan’s guilt is
Amber Deahn, the waitress and
mother of two whose cool work
at Denny’s kept Duncan in the
restaurant _c:m enough for po-
lice to

,
id. “I couldn’t be
1at I have done”

Deahn
prouder of

s tad

"
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Ex-con guilty in girl’s kidnap, rape, murdei

MIAMI (AP) — A sex of-
fender was found guilty
Wednesday of kidnapping and
raping a 9-year-old gir[ and
burying her alive in a case that
led to a crackdown around the
<country on people convicted of
sex crimes.

Jurors deliberated about four
hours before returning the ver-
dict against John Evander
C in the slayving of Jessica
Lunsford, who was snatched
from her bedroom in February
2005 about 150 yards from the
trailer where Couey had been
living,

Jessica Lunsford case in Florida led to
nationwide crackdown on sex offenders

plastic trash bags. She had suffo-
cated and was found clutching a
purple stuffed dolphin.

The jury next must decide
whether Couey&d8 should get
death by injection or life in
prison.

Couey stood staring straight
ahead and swaying slightly as
the verdicts were read. Jessica’s
father, Mark Lunsford, who has
helped push efforts for tougher
monitoring of sex offenders,
shiowed 110 emotion,

Outside the courtroom,

Mark Lunsford said that he be-
lieved all along “that justice
would prevail” in his daughter’s
murder but that the case wasn’t
complete until a sentence is im-
posed.

“This is only the first part.
We’ve still got the second part,”
he said.

Circuit Judge Richard Howard
will ultimately decide whether
Couey should be sentenced to
death. He is not required to fol-
low the jury’s recommendation,
but judges give the recommenda-

Her body was found in a shal-
low hole, encased in two black

tion great legal weight.
Couey admitted to investiga-
tors shortly after his arrest that
e committed the crime, but the
confession was thrown out be-
cause he did not have a lawyer
present as he had requested.

“I felt confident that we had
an overwhelming amount of
facts we could present to the ju-
ry,” said Brad King, chief prose-
cutor in the case, outside the |
courthouse after the verdict. -

_The evidence at trial includ-
_ed DNA from Jessica’s blood
.and Couey’s semen on a mat-

tress in his bedroom, as well as
Jessica’s fingerprints in a closet
“in the trailer.
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o__mmﬂ_c__m linger amid joy

Families celebrate return of missing boys in Missouri

KIRKWOOD, Mo. (AP) —
Investigators who made the incredible
discovery of two kidnapped boys in a

parlor and a funeral home, and nothing  apartment directly above Devlin’s base-
“seemed odd about a teenager seen “ment apartment, said he would hear ar-
hanging around his place. guing and banging noises at all hours

tiny apartment turned Saturday from
euphoria to some troubling questions.
~ What could have motivated the sus
pect? How did he treat the boys? And
how was he able to keep them hidden
in plain sight just an hour’s drive from
their hometowns -— one for four days,
the other for four years?

“It’s hard to believe that somebody
could be that brazen,” said Craig Akers,
whose stepson Shawn Hornbeck was
abducted in 2002 at age 11. “This has
been going on four years, and he’s been
right under our nose the whole time.”

In back-to-back news conferences
Saturday, parents of the now-15-year-
old Hornbeck and 13-year-old Ben
Ownby told of an outpouring of hugs,
kisses and “I love yous” following the
discovery in this St. Louis suburb
Friday that they described as nothing
short of a miracle.

The sons smiled often by their par-
ents’ sides but were told not to answer
questions. Police said they could not dis-
cuss details of their investigation of 41-
vlin, who was jailed
on m: million bond on a kidnapping
charge and could face more charges be-

fore an arraignment later this week.

Neighbors in the two-story, brick
apartment complex said Devlin, a
rimmed glasses and a beard hardly ap-
peared to be keeping secrets. He had
lifelong ties to this middle-class suburb
of 26,000, family in the area and appar-
ently no criminal record beyond a pair
of traffic fines. He was often seen com-
ing and going from his jobs at a pizza

-Others said Devlin said little and
tayed to himself — unless someone
took the parking spot he preferred. Last
fall, when Rob Bushelle pulled into the
unassigned spot, Devlin pulled next to
him and became irate, threatening to,
all police.

The landlord at the apartment, Bil

omer, said he was in the apartment
once to fix a plumbing problem and
saw the teen, apparently Hornbeck,
sleeping.

“As far as 1 knew, that was his son’
living with him,” Romer said. “The kid’s
bedroom didn’t even have curtains on
the windows”

Rick Butler, 43, who lives across the
street, said he saw no evidence that the
boy was scared or trying to get away. He
even'saw Devlin and the teen pitch a
tent outside in the complex, which sits
near railroad tracks and Interstate 44 in
a working-class section of well-to-do
Kirkwood.

“Ididn’t see or hear anything odd or
EEmc& from the apartment,” Butler said.

“Tjust figured them for father and son.”

Last fall, Butler said he found a cell
phone outside, called a number on it
and the teen came outside to retrieve it.

“Thanks a lot for the phone,” he re-
called the boy saying.

Alma Rodriguez often saw the
teenager riding his bike in the parking
lot behind the complex. Her husband,
Mario, sometimes saw him throwing a
football with another boy. Hornbeck
did not attend school during his time in
captivity, his stepfather said.

Harry Reichard, 33, who lives in the

coming from the apartment.

tthe Bopp Chapel funeral parlor,
where Devlin worked a twice-a-week
shift answering phones, he was de-
scribed as a punctual but quiet worker
Ero never discussed his private life.

“I can’t tell you the mmm::m here,”
funeral director Chris Roth. “Complete
exciternent for the boys being found to
shock that it was him.”

The St. Louis Post-Dispatch report-
ed that Devlin’s refatives also were
shocked by the case and said they had
no idea the boy was with him,

At Imo’s Pizzeria, where Devlin was
a manager, an employee who did not
want to be identified told the newspa-
per that a boy called the restaurant
Friday afternoon looking for Devlin,
who was being questioned by the FBI at
the time. The worker noticed on the
caller ID that the call came from
Devlin’s home. The boy told him, “I'm
Shawn Wilcox. My father is a friend of
Mike Devlin”

The case recalls the improbable sur-
vival of Elizabeth Smart, the Salt Lake
City teen taken for nine months by a re-
ligious zealot. After her return, many
questioned why she didn’t flee her cap-
tors, despite many apparent chances a
freedom.

Stephen Golding, a forensic psychol-
ogist who examined the suspect in the
Smart case, said captors often establish

¢Gontrolover their victims through fear.

,wﬂ People are led to believe, through
someone taking advantage of their vul-
nerabilities, that Jeaving is not an option,
that things will get worse for them or

aid

AP
Ben Ownby, left, stands beside his sister Amanda, father William, and
mother Doris, right, at a news conference in Union, Mo., Saturday. Ben Ownby,
who vanished from the gravel road near his home five days ago, was found
alive Friday about 60 miles away in a suburban St. Louis home, along with a
15-year-old boy missing since 2002, authorities said.

vﬂi_: get worse for others” G I 3-year-old Ownby asked them, "Are
BotbPboys were abdu you going to take me home?”, and an-
areas of eastern Missouri, ::% ;vo.,: other teenager in the modest dwelling
an _55 m om metro St. Lo identified himself as Hornbeck — re-
porte g4 1/2 years ago.

“Obviously it was quite euphoric,”
Bl Special Agent Roland Corvington
said Saturday.

Hornbeck’s parents dealt with thei
grief over the years by devoting them-
Ives to bringing missing people home
Having their son back, they saxd at a
news conference, was evidence for par-

while riding Ev bike in FL:E:.&,, in
Washington County, Ownby was taken
soon after getting oft a school bus
Monday afternoon in the Frank
Ooc:@ town of Beaufort, a beut-up
white pickup seen by a schoolmate the
(Onlyyeal clue,
— On Thursday night, police in
Kirkwood, an upper middle class sub-
urban town, noticed a truck matching
the description while serving an unre-
fated warrant at a nearby apartment.
When FBI agents walked into a sub-
urban St. Louis apartment a day later,

ke I'm ina dream, only
¢ :.,, sa :::L 9?:: not :F,

e

Ciiandld




